
Psalms, Hymns,
and

Spiritual Songs



$Ï ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÁÓË ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȣ

Why do we 
sing so much?



$Ï ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÁÓË ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȣ

Do we really 
have to sing?



$Ï ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÁÓË ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȣ

Is singing all that 
important?



$Ï ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÁÓË ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȣ

Does God 
really care?



$Ï ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȣ

I donõt feel 
like singing.



$Ï ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȣ

Iõd rather sit 
and listen.



$Ï ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȣ

Itõs only
singing.



$Ï ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȣ

I donõt get 
much out of it.



$Ï ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȣ

Singing isnõt 
my òthingó.



$Ï ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÁÙ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆȣ

Iõm not very good 
at it anyway.



4ÈÅ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÉÓȣ

Singing is a critical 
part of being Godõs 

elect people.



Exodus 14:31-15:1

Ȱ7ÈÅÎ )ÓÒÁÅÌ ÓÁ× ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ 
the LORDused against the Egyptians, the 

people feared theLORDand believedin Him 
ÁÎÄ ÉÎ (ÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔ -ÏÓÅÓȢȢȢȱ



Exodus 14:31-15:1
Ȱ4ÈÅÎ Moses and the Israelites sang this song 

to the LORD. They said:
I will sing to theLORD, for He is highly 

exalted...TheLORDis my strength and my 
song; He has become my salvation.  This is my 
God, and I will praise Him, my ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ 'ÏÄȟ 

and I will exalt (ÉÍȣȱ



Psalm 95:1-2

Ȱ#ÏÍÅ, let us sing joyfully to the LORD, shout 
triumphantly to the rock of our salvation! Let 
us enter His presence with thanksgiving; let 

us shout triumphantly to Him in songȢȱ



Psalm 96:1-3

Ȱ3ÉÎÇ a new song to theLORD; sing to 
the LORD, all the earth.  Sing to Yahweh, 

praise His name; proclaim His salvation from 
day to day. Declare His glory among the 
nations, His wonderful works among all 

peoplesȢȱ



The Biblical Precept

ÅForetold of the Messianic Age ɀIsaiah 11-12

ÅCommanded by Apostles ɀEph5:19; Col 3:16

Both prophet and apostle make 
it clear that we are to sing in 

worship to God



The Biblical Practice

ÅJesus at the Last Supper ɀMatt 26:30

ÅPaul and Silas in prison ɀActs 16:25

ÅTaking place now in heaven ɀRev 5:9-14; 7:9-12

If these deem it proper, how 
can we refuse?



The Biblical Principles

ÅRender Praise to God (Hymn)

ÅTeach and Admonish (Col 3:16)

ÅEnrich with the Word (Col 3:16; Eph5:18-19)

Singing together reaches 
upward, outward, and inward



4ÈÅ Ȱ-ÁÇÉÃȱ ÏÆ 3ÉÎÇÉÎÇ

Å7ÏÒÄÓ ÓÅÔ ÔÏ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÈÁÖÅ Á ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ȰÓÔÉÃËÉÎÇȱ ÉÎ 
our minds

ÅMusic is a powerful memory and emotion 
trigger

Å3ÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÁÌÌÏ×Ó ÕÓ ÁÌÌ ÔÏ ȰÓÐÅÁËȱ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ 
time, yet in a decent and orderly way



3Ï ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÉÓÅÓȣ

How do we make our 
singing as effective 

as possible?



Song Leadership

ÅAny collective activity needs good leadership in 
order to live up to its potential

ÅSinging is no different

ÅDevelopment of good leaders is key



The Song Leader Should:

ÅTake his job seriously
ÅBe prepared ɀpractice and material
ÅAssure songs are scriptural
ÅSelect proper songs for the occasion



The Song Leader Should:

ÅProvide clear and visible leadership
ÅBe seen and heard
ÅPitch and speed
ÅVerses to sing
ÅUpcoming events



The Song Leader Should:

ÅBe engaged and engage the congregation
ÅLead with enthusiasm
ÅHave a positive demeanor
ÅExercise caution when selecting newer material



Individual Participation

ÅA congregation is made up of individuals

ÅParticipation of all individualsis necessary if a 
collective is to live up to its potential

ÅSinging is no different



Each Individual Should:

ÅParticipate ɀCol 3:16; Eph5:19
ÅVocally ɀPsalm 51:14-15
ÅIntellectually ɀ1 Cor14:15
ÅEmotionally ɀJoy / Lament / Celebration
ÅSpiritually ɀ2 Chron29:30; Neh12:46



Each Individual Should:

ÅFollow the leader ɀ1 Cor11:21-22; 14:26-40

ÅRecognize that what each of us sings is 
directed toward:
ÅGod ɀUpward
ÅOthers ɀOutward
ÅOurselves ɀInward



Each Individual Should:

ÅRealize the public declarations we each make
ÅȰ) !Í 4ÈÉÎÅȟ / ,ÏÒÄȣȱ
ÅȰ)ȭÍ .ÏÔ !ÓÈÁÍÅÄ ÔÏ /×Î -Ù ,ÏÒÄȣȱ
ÅȰ) 7ÁÎÔ ÔÏ "Å Á 7ÏÒËÅÒȣȱ
ÅȰ-ÏÌÄ -Å ÁÎÄ -ÁËÅ -Å !ÆÔÅÒ 4ÈÙ 7ÉÌÌȣȱ
ÅȰ*ÅÓÕÓ ÉÓ !ÌÌ 4ÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ ÔÏ -Åȣȱ



! 3ÏÎÇ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ )Ó .ÏÔȣ

Å! ȰÂÒÅÁË ÆÒÏÍ ÐÒÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȱ

Å3ÉÍÐÌÙ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ȰÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇȱ

Å!Î ÈÏÕÒ ÆÏÒ Ȱ×ÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÉÔȱ

Å!Î ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȰÌÅÓÓÅÒ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅȱ

Å!Î ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ȰÖÉÓÉÔ ÓÏÍÅ×ÈÅÒÅ ÅÌÓÅȱ



! 3ÏÎÇ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ 3ÈÏÕÌÄ "Åȣ

ÅAn occasion for all to be actively involved

Å! ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÎÅ× ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌȣÎÅ× ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ 
express spiritual thoughts and ideas

ÅA planned and decently-executed activity

ÅConsidered as important as any other service

ÅAn occasion to worship with spiritual family


